GEORGE THE THIRD
He loved respectability, perhaps because he was too unimaginative
to be unconventional. He shared the Englishman's belief in the
superiority of England and everything English. He had the
Englishman's amiability and bigotry, courage and obstinacy.
Love of respectability made him a good husband and the patron
of every respectable movement in art and literature—such as
the Royal Academy, founded in his reign, and the projected
Order of Minerva for men of letters. His conviction that there
was no other country in the world like his native country com-
pelled him to withstand the rebellious American colonists and
to regard the French as * a licentious people '; and his amiability
and bigotry, courage and obstinacy, were rules of conduct in
his everyday life. Thus, while a starving mob, driven by
agitators to commit acts of violence, might hurl the filthiest
abuse at his head, while politicians, angered because he had
beaten them at their own game, might urge that his conduct
as a King was unconstitutional, the fact remains that in the
eyes of the majority of his people George III was—what he
claimed to be in his first Speech to Parliament—a King who
c gloried in the name of Britain ' in a way that none of his pre-
decessors had done since the nation had laid * Good Queen Bess'
to rest. Unlike his grandfather and great-grandfather, George III
remained ' anchored' in the land which had summoned his
House to serve as a bulwark against Popery; and as a result he
acquired that insularity of outlook, which is so commonly to
be met with in the British race, and which explains so many
British triumphs and prejudices.
My second conclusion is that George III was a much cleverer
man than it has been the custom to allow. His correspondence
indicates clearly what a fine grasp he had of the details of govern-
ment ; and his shrewd appreciation of affairs and the soundness
of most of his decisions demand the highest admiration. His
letters reveal that he was not only a King who conscientiously
carried through the duties of kingship, but also a man of orderly
mind, who took first things first, and was therefore seldom
* panicked * by the weight of business. He made mistakes like
any other man; but, having regard to the nature of public
opinion in his reign, they were surprisingly few; and his judge-
ments suggest that he was capable of a clear insight into character.
Admittedly he had not that greatness of mind which can forget

